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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE Indochine Sud-Est Asiatique.

ORIGIN AND STATUS OF VIET MINH WEAPONS, 1952

/An avrticle by Claude Guigues appearing in a Saigon slick-paper
mouthly, Indochine Sud-Est Asiatigue, describes the history and pre-
sent status of Viet Minh weapons and equipment. The account empha-
sizes Communist China as the source of Viet Minh ar.ament and tech-
nical training. The author ccmrents favorably on the effectiveness -
of much of the equipment and notes that the Viet Minh lack only tanks,
airplanes, and heavy artillery.

Extracts Irom the article follow.

Information on graphics mMawc..aei 13 &ppendedj .

The shortage of weapons during the first years of the Indochinese war and
present difficulties of supply in certain regiong caus=d the Viet Minh to de-
velop a remarkable production of arms and munitions in strav hut worksliops hidden
in hamlets, the forest, or the jungle. This typs of producticn spread tc &ll
parts of the country, tut was facilitatad in the North, where power sources such
as wood, peat, and electricity could be =mployed which were not available in
the South. Occupation of the Vinh railway depots in north zentral Vietnam and
temporery control of Vinh Yen irn North Vietnam contributed greatly to the Viet
Minh cause, as stocks of raw materials were stored et these bases and facilities
for treating special ste=1 and nyrotechnical wcrkshops were established. One
principal handicap of the Viet Minh efrort wes their slmost total lack of special
steel and their difficulty fn fianding explosives. Tt must be recognized that
the explosives which the Public Works Service allotited to quarry owners and the
potassium chlorate which was granted withcut cont vols to slaughterhouses constl-
tuted materials stron;}y coveted by the Viet Minh.

Stocks of Jepanese bombg, which had been immereed in the Don Nai River,
30 kilometers frcm Saigon, were recovered by the rebels. Divers packed explo-
sives in fishing nete fastened to logs which were Ploated downstream under the
eyes of Franch Vietnamese guards.
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The Viet Minh have been able to sstablish hundreds of workshops where , With
recovered scrap iron and contraband, they have copied the various weapons in
their pcssession. arms adapted to the exigencies
of their warfare.

They have also invented new

Although the number of these workshops has decreased in the North, wvhere
Chinese arms are readily available, they have multiplied in soutk central Viet-
nam and South Vietnam, in spite of our pericdic efforts to destroy them.

At the beginning, Viet }Minh installations were directed by foreign tech-

nicians composed cf a few "benevolent" Japanese instructors anl a few French-
educeted Vietnamese deserters.

These technicians taught schocl and their evening
courses included more than literature or Marxist doctrine.

If these factories manufactured cnly s few complicated weapons, they had a
great deal of success in the construction 5f simple arms. They have even reached
an almost inspired l2vel of perfection with mines They have such a large quan-
tity of traction and snare mines eguipped with elactiric or compression fuses
that 1t 15 i1mpossible to enumerate them

In South Vietnam, they have specialized 1n marane and river mines which have
given much trouble to French Union troops

Among mines recently developed, there is the "F. T.% Eull name not glveg]
with a shaped charge, which is fastcened to the

and of a bamboo cane and placed
against the wall of a guard tower or the fence of a post where it can damage the

garrison and may totally destroy 1t. When the installation to be taken is sur-
rounded by earthworks, barbed wire, or strongly protected by machine gun fire,
sometimes "suicide volunteers,” fasten explosives to their waists and throw them-
selves aguinst the defenses in order to blew them up. These tactics were used
in the attack of the Tu Vu post on 10 December 1951.

There is also & flat charge mine, in the zhupe of a truncated cone weighing

50 kilograms, which is ignited by batiery made up of 200 flashlighit cells placed
20 meters from the mine. The ' sgasere!

y is composed of an explosive packed in
bamboo, nct a metal tube, and has a w:ide bursting radins. Since the Colonial
Reaa No. 5 battles, mines 2ncased in wood

r cardboard have made their appearance,
and gs ail metal parts have been abolished, they are not susceptible to mine de-~
TeCtors.

ALl types of grenades, from the common gric~i frigmentation grenade to pro-
Jectiles launched by riflees, are becoming more and uore effective.
Bes:des these orthodox weapons, there arz the mertar-launched "flyingbombs"
of local invention. They possess an cncrrous head, a veonden tailshaft and a
stabilizing tail and are iocaded, wings inziuded, into <h? barrel of the mortar.
These bouwrs, possessing only moderate effectiveness, nave A short range of aboul
150 meters

Morears have been very csrefully svud.ed by the Vit Minh Numercus models
nave bsen made, but the workshops seenm ve have been geared to the production of
mertars from 50-mm to 185.mm ~aliber Althoughk to achieve real
inside bering of the barrel must be =wxiremely delicatas
one millimeter can =poll the aim b
Minh mcrvers are quite effecrive

grecision the

{an errcr of one-tenth of
& uteraal pressure), Viet
Howeus T, e chnicians have never suc -
ceeded in culculating the speed of the profectile in wne barrel.

use cf varyin

Sinze 198,

the Viet Minh have manulactursd bamod) . bath wmitations of
the standard type, fired from the shouldec “5C-mm) or = heavier type (75-mm)
meunted ©n & trigod In gensral vhe gquslity of the bhazookas iz geod.

of the difficulties in obraining

Because
§ the neressary steel,

machine guns and automatic
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rifles of completely local manufacture are extremely rare Howaver, the Viet
Minh have exerted great efforts in the constructicn of the submachine guns

They play a role of primary importance in close combat

, very frequently on close
terrain.

Good copies of a large number of known models have been found. The
Sten gun is clearly preferred because of its aimplicity and ease of {mitation.

On the other hand, the Viet Minh rifls 1s quite mediocre, no matter what

its nedel or caliber. The explanation normally given is the difficulty in boring
a rather long barrel, making springs and all parts of special steel. In fact,
the Viet Minh do not give the impression of attaching much value to this weapon.

Their experiments parallel the stages in the European development of this weapon.
The calibver most often manufactured is the 7.7 which employs & fairly common

type of bullet (French "36" rirle). Unusual 16é.mr guns, with nonrifled large
barrels bave been discovered. In 1951, an coperation in South Vietnam uncovered
an impornsnt blueprint dated 1948. It vas used for the manufacture of a rifle
vhich Bad to e loaded throngh a small hole xn  the braech and the bullet threaded

through the barrel. An external pin with fuse r:leasad by a trigger was neces-
sary to secure an explosion,

The greatest imagination seems tc
positicon weapons. Generally they are
Some of these local “creations" have a simple loading mechanism, and to load

them they must be raised up. Such 15 the 9-mm; in order to leoad it, it is nec-
es3ary to raise the barrel, place a shell in the breech, and close it.

have been amployed in the development of
simplified copies of Western weapons.

The Viet Minh have attempted t2 replace standard artillery pieces, much tco
heavy for them, with light srtillery. They have invented half dozen "recoilless
cannous” which do not require any complicated mountings. The S. K. Z., an ab-

breviation for "Sung Khong Giat" (recoilless gun) is now well-known throughout
Indochins,

This short study should not be c¢losed without mentioning two curiosities
in the Viet Minh arsenal. The "blow dart" tube vhich was discovered at Saigon-
Cholon 1s composed of a proJjectile poisoned with curare and guarantees a dis-
creet and silent assassinatior The serond curiosity is an odd weapon whose pur-
pose has not been determined bty armament experts It 15 a Viet Minh “secret
weapon' in the true sense of the teram scription.

v
, fven defying de

The Viet Minh formerly Tought in Hlarth Vietnam v:ith just as much aa array
of digparate equipment as in the South Daving the pest year, hovever, the

Northern units have been able ty pac: on this hetercelite materisl to their re-
gional and people’s irccps AS the regular troops Tetame fupplisd with standard-
1zed eqguipment.

The firepower of their infantry divizions
ard 325th) and their heavy divioicn (7
at s staggering speed, thank: to dirvect Crane

Viet Minh fivepowsr now prantically equals

31i2th, 316th, 320th,
marsy has increased
It ¢an be stated
nch-Vietnamece

A praczent, the regular tros
equivalent to Horth-Vietnam, are 2
China At the ssme tame that thio
Tation Agaln 1ncreases their firepow
of ampuninion

2L AE
y #quipped w.th weapt
mr»: prriential

, & regicn

o1 Viet Bac ani Tacercone: 3 oand b
4 delavered from

Iirepover by peruzcring A

i+ 13 rather difficult to determaine =he
Chinese arsenalis have an excellant production g
fore gn models: Russian, Japanece,

moreover, of large quantities o Tzeln gund 15 CcarTaln

of the equipment.
ey oopy perfectly sil
nnd particular:ly fmevican  The presence,
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IT heavy artillery has not made an appearance, it is only due to the Viet
Minh lack of s:.fficient means of transport. They must employ 100 men to service
- a 75 [mm piecg'which explains why, in addition to the difficulty of ammunition
- supply, that tBey are only moderately interested in the capture of these guns,
except in the case nf a stablized front such as on the Elack River. Their heavy
artillery consists of a few mounted 70-mm and recoilless 57-mm pieces.

Antiaircraft defense is new to the war in North Vietnam, and it 4is costing
the French certain plane losses.

Antisircraft defense is assured by 20-mm guns,
13.2-mm and 12,7-mm machine guns and 7.7-mm machine guns, usually of Chinese make
{American copy). No heavy antiasircraft artillery has baen detected.

China furnishes everything. The cnly limitation to this material aid is
the amount Viet Minh troops can absorb. They are almost saturated, although
the number of weapons does not seem euormous.

It must not be forgotten that
the Viet Minh have a perfect knowledge of the terrain and in most of their ma-

neuvers can approach much closer to their oblective than French-Vietnamese troops
They almost always go intd action with less firepower than their enemy.

Utili-
zing their medium-sized intervention tattalions of 700 to 800 men, it is usual
to see only 500 or even only 40O in action.

These figures are obviously not fixed. A Viet Minh asset {s their flexi-~
bility of formation.

The relative superiority of the French-Viatnamese forces rest in thelr avi-
ation and artillery, real terrors to enemy soldiers. The blows which they have
gstruck in the last months have hit the eéremy’'s human potentilal severely.

In addition to material aid, Communist China has opened training csmps fer

YVietnamese officers and men. These are training centers 1n all arms except ar-
mored and air forces.

One of the davisions 1n Heoa Binh recently returned from
a "pilgrimage toc the sources.”

In conclusion, China trains the speclalists and furnishes the material needed
by the troops, and it would scem that she cculd hardly 4o more at the present,
given tine degree of saturation of the Viel Minh trocps

Actually, Communist
Chins will not become & greater mensce in ths future; however, she is none the

12856 a4 ser:0us handicap; she treinc the techn:icians whom the Viet Minh can ex-
perd bsrause their replacement is assured

She guarantees replacement of weapons
and constant provision of ammunition supplies

[Ehe following tables indicate the quantity and vypes of Viet Minh armament;7

Table 1 Viet, Minh Infantry Weapons in North Vietnam
1 Jan 52
Reguler Army Troops &5, 600 50,000
Regicnul Troops Lo, C00 LE 000
People 'z Troops 5000 13,000

¢ Excludes weapons of pol:ice
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Table 2. Comparison of Armament of a French Union
Infantry Battalion and a Viet Minh Infantry Battalion
French Viet Minh
Automatic pistols 30 60
Machine pistols 133 200
Rifles or carbines 624 300 (rifles)
Automatic rifles 41 20
i Mortars L (8L-mm) 8 (no calibver
! : : given) ILLEGIB
| 8 (60-mm) 3 (S.K.Z.)
: Macrine guns 8 6
|
‘ Gre..ade launchers 36 3 (Bazookas)
Total 86u4 600
Table 3. 9th Regiment, 304th Division, Viet Minn Army
; At Beglnning At Beginning
; of 194 : of 1951
‘ Composed of 6 battalions 3 battalione and
‘ regimental tToops
i
| Tctal strength 1,300 men 3,584
| Armament
Mortars 2 2h

™

75 -mm cannons

o
1
1]

25-mm cannons

i S.K.Z. cannons -- 9
| Machine guns 2 18

Automatic rifles s} €0

Rifles - - 9C0
‘ Machine pistols -- 600
‘ Automatic pistols .- 180
i Bazookas -- 9
| Grenades - ) 15,000

Fihs
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GRAPHICS MATERIAL AVAILABLE

Requests for copies of, or further infcrmation on, the photographs’
descrived herein should be addressed to Graphics Register, CIA, by re-
ferring to report number and item number.

l. Location: Vietnsam, Viet Minh Zone

Caption and Deseription: (1) "Poisoned Dart Gun, (2) Pistol Loaded by a
Changeable Barrel, (3) Composite Weapon of Undetermined Use, (4) Chi-
nese Automatic Gun, (5) A Copy of US Machine Gun, (6) 8l-mm Mortar
With Changeable Firing Pin"

25X1A

Photograph Deseription: Size, 11 1/4 x 2 1/2 inches; good; slick paper

Scurce: Indochine Sud-Est Asiatigue, Saigon, July 1952, page Sh

N

Repositcry of Source Document: CIA

2. Locaticn: Vietnam, Viet Minh Zone
Capticn and Description: "Nguyen Ngoc Xuarn, Deputy Director of Armament

Service, Visits a Workshop." Photograph shows the Viet Minh official
inspecting & lathe

25X1A

Photograph Description: Size, 3 3/1& X 3 1/14 inches; good; slick paper

Source: Indochine Sud-Est Asiatigue, Saigon, July 1952, page 55

N

Repository cf Source Document: CIA

3. Location: Vietnam, Viet Minh Zone

Caption and Description: "Interior of & Jungle Workshop." Photograph shows
25 1A Viet Minh worRers operasting lathes ’

Protograph Description: Stze, 4 x 3 1/4 inches, good; slick paper

Scurce: Indochine Sud-Est Aciatigue, Saigon, July 1952, page 55

Repository of Source Document: C(CIA

L. Locstion: Vietnam, Central Vietnam, Thanh Hoa
Capticn and Description: ‘“Weapons and Ammunition Manufactured in a Work-
25X1A shop in Thanh Hos " Photograph shows an exhibit ¢f armament, including
mortars, mortar shells, grznasdes, rockets, rocket launcher, etc.

Photograph Description: Size, & 1/4 x 3 1/b inches; good; sl.ck paper

Scurce: Indocuine Sud-Est Asiatique, Saigon, July 1952, page 55

Repository of Source Document: CIA
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5. Location: Vietnam, Viet Minh Zone

Caption and Description: "Antitank Mine."

Photograph shows a French sol-
dier neutralizing an antitank mine

Photograph Description: Size, & 1/4 x 6 inches; good; slick paper

Source: . Indochine Sud-Est Asiatigue, Saigon, July 1952, page 56

Repository of Source Document: CIA

6. Location: Vietnam, Viet Minh Zone

Carcion and Deseription: “Bamboo Mine."

Photograph shows the comparative
8ize of the nine with a match box )

Photograph Description: Size, 2 x 2 1/2 inches; good; slick paper

Source: Indochine Sud-Est Agiatique, Saigon, July 1952, page 56

Repository of Source Document: CIA

T- Location: Vietnam, Viet Minh Zone

Caption and Description: "Antitank Mine." Photograph shows the size of
the mine compared with a match box

Photograph description: Size, 2 x 2 1/2 inches; good; slick paper

Source: Indochine Sud-Est Asiatique, Saigon, July 1952, page 56

Repository of Sourze Document: CIA

8. Location: Vietnam, Viet Minh Zone
Caption and Description: "Recoilless Cannon"
Photograph Description: Size, 2 x 2 1/2 inches; good; slick paper .

Source: Indcchine Sud-Est Asiatigue, Saigon, July 1952, page 57

Repository of Source Document: CIA

9. Location: Vietnam, Viet Minh Zone
Caption and Description: "Rzcoilless Cannon"
Pnotograph Desecription: Size, 2 x

2 4,2 inches, good; slick paper

n

ource:  Indochine Sud-Est Asiet:que, Saigon, July 1952, page 57

Repository of Source Document: CIA
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Caption and Description: "Rocket La
: uncher." Photogra;
soldiers loading the launcher with a rocket graph shovs Viet Mimh

© CONFIDENTIAL

10. Loeation: Vietnam, Viet Minh Zone

Fhotograph Description: Size, 4 1/4 x 6 inches; good; slick paper

Source: Indochine Sud-Est Asiatique, Saigon, July 1952 ) '_page 57

Repository of Sowrce Document: CIA
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